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PRINCIPAL News & Announcements 
 

Dear Parents: 
 
I hope everyone had a great week and enjoyed some unseasonable spring weather.  March is the longest 
month of the year for teachers and students, but Spring Break is around the corner.  This week I received 
some news that I wanted to share with you.  Mrs. Karen D’Amore has announced her retirement from  
St. Benedict School effective immediately.  Mrs. D’Amore has dedicated her life to Catholic Education. 
Her commitment to your children is undeniable and she will be impossible to replace.  My guess is that 
we will still see her around St. Benedict in some capacity.  Please join me in congratulating her on her 
illustrious career and well- deserved retirement.  We are actively looking for a certified elementary teacher 
to take over her class. 
 
On Tuesday, our 5th graders visited historic Philadelphia on their annual class trip.  Mrs. Tuttle and Mrs. 
Cannizzo’s classes visited The Museum of the American Revolution, Independence Hall, and the Liberty 
Bell.  This is my favorite trip of the year.  I love seeing our students learn about the formation of our great 
country by walking the steps of our founding fathers.  I look forward to possibly attending next year. 
 
Thursday was a VERY busy day at St. Benedict School.  We had five students shadow and multiple 
families come in for tours.  To say these students and families were impressed is an understatement. 
Faculty and staff did an amazing job showcasing the great things SBS has to offer.  Enrollment is up and 
there is great buzz in the community about our school. 
 
Major Announcement…. Many parents have asked if St. Benedict has ever entertained the idea of starting 
a PreK 3 program.  Space has always been an issue, but Fr. Garry, Mrs. Keeling, Mrs. Ulrich and I have an 
idea to provide a quality program, centered in Catholic values for three-year olds.  Our goal is to have this 
new class up and running for September 2020.  Please email me directly if you are interested in this 
program.  I want to offer the limited spaces to our current families before it goes public.  We are excited 
about this new venture and believe it will fill very quickly. 
 
I know all of you saw the letter I wrote regarding the Coronavirus.  Believe me….I understand everyone’s 
concern.  Please be assured that SBS is safe and clean.  As stated, our cleaning company is sanitizing the 
bathrooms daily and paying extra attention to classrooms and hallways.  Nurse Sharon did a great job 
talking to all students about hygiene and methods to avoid catching viruses.  We will continue to be 
vigilant and do what it takes to keep all members of our community healthy. 
 
We are continuing to register new families for the 2020- 2021 school year.  Spots are filling up fast!  It is 
evident the reputation and excitement about a St. Benedict education is spreading in the community. 
Please continue to refer friends and family to the Main Office if they wish to enroll or schedule a tour of 

 



 

our campus.  As I stated last week, we are extending the $500 tuition credit incentive for all new families 
you refer and register.  It is a very exciting time and we all want to keep the momentum going. 
 
Camp Explore is also filling up quickly.  I have spoken to many parents and they are thrilled SBS is 
providing an affordable, educational experience for three- to five-year olds.  Camp Explore will be a great 
way to transition into PreK or Kindergarten at St. Benedict School.  Children can meet future classmates 
and gain a sense of security and comfort with our building before the craziness of September.  If you 
have any questions about our new venture please do not hesitate to call the Main Office or email our 
Camp Director, Tara Guido at guido@stbenedictnj.org.   
 
Have a great weekend, 
 
Kevin Donahue 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

FILING FOR DIOCESAN TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR 2020-2021 

The Tuition Assistance Applications for the 2020-2021 school year will be available on November 1, 
2019.  You will be able to access the application through the link on the SBS website under 
PARENTS - FINANCIAL INFORMATION - FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 
The application is open on 11/1/19. 
The Round 2 Deadline is 5/15/20. 
For additional information, please see the attached flyer.  It is also posted in the Weekly Packet. 
● IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE AND NURSE SHARON 

Please keep your children home if they are sick.  Airborne illness spreads quickly and we have to 
be vigilant in keeping our students healthy.  Students will not be permitted to come to St. 
Benedict School until they are fever free and have not vomited for twenty-four consecutive hours. 
This policy will give our community the best chance to stay healthy.  Parents can help by teaching 
their children about preventive actions in order to help prevent the spread of viruses: 

1. Cover their nose with a tissue or sleeve (not hands) when coughing or sneezing. 
2. Wash hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.  Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if soap and water are not available. 
3. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 

● KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION NIGHT FOR PREK PARENTS 
PreK parents please join Mrs. Guido and Mrs. Mackin on Thursday, March 19 at 6pm to learn 
more about our kindergarten program, what sets us apart, and how we meet the needs of each 
and every student. Mark your calendar and bring a friend. This information night is NOT limited to 
SBS families. All are welcome. Please enter through door #16, the Little Minds PreSchool 
entrance. 

● REBEL RACK 
The Rebel Rack has been restocked with various items based on request.  Please fill out order 
form and send in with payment or stop in to shop on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday during store 
hours from 1:45-2:45 pm.  For the Rebel Rack Order Form, click here.  

● LOST AND FOUND Please make an effort to check our Lost and Found if your child is missing any 
coats, jackets, sweaters, etc.  The Lost and Found in the Uniform Swap is overflowing and we will 
be donating the items if the clothing remains unclaimed.  

● GENESIS PARENT ACCESS will close today, Friday, 3/6/2020.  It will reopen on Friday, 3/13 to 
view Report Cards. 
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Class News 
 

FIFTH GRADE  
Classes 5A and 5B took their class trip to Philadelphia on Tuesday.  The fifth graders enjoyed a trip to the 
Museum of the American Revolution, the Liberty Bell, and Independence Hall.  The students had a 
wonderful day seeing their classroom history lessons come to life in hands-on learning experiences 
throughout the day and having the chance to see pieces of American history in person.  Thank you to Mrs. 
Tuttle for arranging this fun and educational trip, and to Mrs. Cannizzo, Mrs. Isaacs, and the parent 
chaperones for escorting the students throughout the day.  Click for photo album. 

 
 
EIGHTH GRADE  
The eighth grade bake sale was a success over this past weekend.  The SBS Class of 2020 was able to 
raise over $1,000 to put towards their legacy gift to the school.  More details to follow.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped support the bake sale!  
 
EIGHTH GRADE SCIENCE 
Eighth grade is at it again!! So what exactly does NaHCO3 + C2H4O2 -> NaC2H3O2 + H2O + CO2 
look like?? 

 
 
PREK 
PreK A read the Dr. Seuss book “Bartholomew and the Oobleck.”  They made Oobleck by mixing 
cornstarch and water.  It was fun to play with because it was a solid and a liquid at the same time. 

 

https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/photoalbums/philadelphia-class-trip


 

Parent Associations and Club News 
 

GRACE (Growing Access to Catholic Education) 
Email: grace@stbenedictnj.org 
 
The Dining to Donate for Honey Baked Ham flyer is in the weekly packet. 
Also, online Gertrude Hawk sales will continue through April 5th. 
 
GERTRUDE HAWK CANDY SALE 
Catalogs and order forms have been distributed to the classroom 
teachers.   
 
FINAL DEADLINE IS THE MORNING OF MONDAY,  MARCH 9TH. The order 
is being submitted to the vendor.  
- Keep the bottom copy and brochure for your records 
- Make checks payable to GRACE (Growing Access to Catholic Education) 
The estimated order pickup date is the week of March 30th!  
Order online at www.gertrudehawkfundraising.com and enter our group 
code which is 127359.  Information to order online can be found on the 
Parent/FYI section of the website. 
 
Each family who purchases $35.00 or more of Gertrude Hawk Chocolates 
will receive a dress down pass.  Thank you for your support!  
 
PTA 
It’s not too late to join us with our "Sparkle with the Ladies"!!!!  Our gift 
auction will take place at Piazza di Roma at 7 pm on 3/13.  Your $50 ticket 
will include exceptional food and a welcome pack of gift auction tickets.  A 
cash bar will also be available with reduced pricing! 
 
Order forms can be found in the weekly packet. Let's make this a ladies 
night out to remember!  For more information, contact 
sperdutop1@stbenedictnj.org. 
 
To purchase tickets online, please click below: 
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/St.BenedictsLadiesNightOut 
 
Our second annual Book Fair will take place on Wednesday, March 11 to 
Friday, March 13 in the Father Anderson Library! 
 
If you would like your child to purchase books, review the online book flyer 
for a sample of the great titles that will be available.  There will be MANY 
more available at the fair!  Send money in an envelope with your child’s 
name, homeroom and dollar amount.  Homeroom teachers will collect 
envelopes and volunteers will help students shop during their designated 
time.  All prices will be rounded up to the nearest dollar (i.e., $2.99 to 
$3.00) and any additional money collected will be put towards the 
Scholastic dollars earned to purchase items for our school. 
 
There will also be an opportunity to help our teachers build their classroom 
libraries through donations.  You can purchase a book for your homeroom 
teacher or contribute $1, $5 - or any amount - for teachers to purchase 
books and other items for their classrooms.  
 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
Monday, 3/9 
Drama Club 
2:15 - 5:00 pm in Gym 
 
Tuesday, 3/10 
Mini Drama Club 
2:15 - 3:15 pm in 
MakerSpace  
 
Wednesday, 3/11 
Advent Project Dress Down 
Day 
Use your March Advent 
Project Dress Down Pass 
today. Only for students 
who purchased passes. 
 
Scholastic Book Fair 
FAL Rooms #1-4 
 
Mission Club Meeting 
2:15 - 3:15 pm 
KA Homeroom 
 
School Choir 
2:15 - 3:15pm 
Music Room 
 
Thursday 3/12 
Scholastic Book Fair 
FAL Rooms #1-4 
 
STEM - Stop Motion 
Filmmaking 
3:00 - 4:30 pm 
Science Lab 
 
Friday, 3/13 
Report Cards 
 
Scholastic Book Fair 
FAL Rooms #1-4 
 
SBS Bowling League 
3:45 - 5:00 pm 
Strathmore Lanes, 
Aberdeen 
 
Youth Choir 
4:00 - 5:00 pm in Music 
Room 
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mailto:sperdutop1@stbenedictnj.org
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/St.BenedictsLadiesNightOut


 

Book Fair Hours 
We are asking parents to volunteer to help set up and tear down as well as 
help students shop during fair hours.  Please sign up if you are interested. 
 
Wednesday, March 11 
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
 
Book fair open to all SBS Friends and Family!  Credit cards and checks will 
be accepted.  
 
Please check your email for your child’s day/time to visit the book fair 
during school hours. 
 

SPORTS 
 

 
Sports Registration is now closed, an email will follow from the Athletics 
Association. 
 
Come support our cheerleaders at St. Leo’s in Lincroft on Saturday, March 
7th at 9:30 am.  GO REBELS!!! 
 
Thank you to all for a great basketball season! 
Trish Hillers, Athletic Director at athletics@stbenedictnj.org 

 
PTA Gift Auction 
7:00 - 11:00 pm 
Piazza Di Roma 
 
SAVE THE DATE 3/19: 
KINDERGARTEN MEETING 
For all current PreK parents, 
please join us on Thursday, 
March 19 at 6:00 pm to 
hear all about your child's 
day and to learn more about 
our kindergarten program, 
what sets us apart, and how 
we meet the needs of each 
and every Student. 
BRING A FRIEND!  See letter 
here. 
 
NOTE:  
All Club flyers are in the 
weekly packet or respective 
Club pages on the website. 
 

Reminders
 

● CALENDAR -  is located on the website in the main navigation tab titled “Calendar” or bookmark 
the page here: https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/calendar-1 

● SCHOOL FACEBOOK - Facebook page for St. Benedict School is: 
https://www.facebook.com/SBSprincipal/ 

● AMAZON WISH LIST REMINDER 
Our Amazon teacher wish list is up on Amazon Smile!  Please check it out and help our teachers 
stock up for the new school year!  Click link below: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KK6784K9TB49?ref_=wl_share 

Weekly Packet 
 

Please see the link below to access all of the newsletter attachments for the week. 
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/fyi 
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